
ABORIGINAL DOT PAINTING
3RD GRADE

I. Standard & Benchmarks

VA:Pr6.1.3a - Identify how and where different cultures record and 

illustrate stories and history of life through art. 

VA:Re7.1.3a - Speculate about processes an artist uses to create a 

work of art. 

VA:Re7.2.3a - Determine messages communicated by an image. 

II. Outcomes:

Students will learn about Aboriginal Dot paintings and the animals 

of Australia. Students will draw from observation and radiate a 

design form a complex shape. 

I CAN draw what I see.

I CAN identify Aboriginal Art.

III. Anticipatory set/Motivation:

PowerPoint presentation showing images of Aboriginal dot 

paintings and using Visual Thinking Strategies to engage the 

students. Asking the students what they know about Australia.  

Prior knowledge of proper use of scissors and glue, which will be 

reviewed.

IV. Model the Process: 

Criteria: 9 x 12 inch construction paper dot painting, one Australian 

large animal cut filling construction paper background. 

Task Analysis: Students will need to know how to paint only dots 

and with sticks. The Demonstrations will be held throughout the 

lesson to show students individual steps. 

Vocabulary:

Radiate - spread from or as if from a central point.

Aboriginal - The Indigenous people of Australia. Inhabiting.

Materials: 9 x 12 inch construction paper in black, tan, light and 

dark brown, pencils, erasers, scissors, glue, tempera paint, small 

plastic cups, skewers, q-tips, flat ended paint brushes. 



Model the Process continued: 

Demonstration: 

V. Check for Understanding:

Where are the Aboriginal paintings from?

How are the Aboriginal paintings made?

How will we make our paintings?

What animals are we going to paint?

Showing two different pieces of work. Ask students to identify Aboriginal Art?

VI. Monitor and Adjust:

Monitor size of animal drawings, help students adjust drawing before cutting. Monitor painting, making 

sure the students do not run dots together or try and blend paint together, or get paint on their hands. 

VII. Accommodations: 

Be aware of any specific disabilities and individual student needs relating to cognitive, physical or 

cultural barriers. Note adaptations. 

VIII. Clean up:  

Five minutes used at the end of class to clean up, extra time may be necessary on days involving 

painting.

1. Begin with Powerpoint about Aboriginal Dot painting Using Visual Thinking Strategies. During 

PowerPoint, discuss Australia, the animals of Australia and the meaning of Aboriginal symbols. 

2. Begin with demo on drawing Australian animals, noting that students should fill the page and 

that snakes have to be as wide as 3 fingers and will use black paper for their animals and tan for 

the background. Discuss cutting the drawing and the proper use of scissors and glue. Have 

student carry out these instructions. 

4. Demo adding a symbol to my painting and having it match their animal (ex: lizard and 

mountains works, sea turtle and mountains don't match). Be explicit that their symbol should be 

on top of or go over their animal. Discuss painting with sticks, starting at one side and working to 

another and keeping coloring consistent and not dipping into other colors with the sticks. 

5. Have students create their paintings. Monitor work of students, make sure students are Limiting 

the colors they are working with at one time. 


